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Annotation Toolkit

This toolkit helps you annotate texts with precision, insight, and confidence. It combines
practical steps, symbols, guidance questions, and detailed examples to help you engage with
language, structure, and writer’s purpose at a Grade 9 level.

Steps to Insightful Annotation

- 1. Highlight language methods (e.g. metaphor, repetition, juxtaposition) , always ask WHY the
writer chose them.

- 2. Circle or underline key words, jot down connotations or symbolic meanings.
- 3. Draw arrows linking repeated ideas, contrasts, or structural shifts.

- 4. Write one insightful question beside each paragraph/section.

- 5. Note patterns, repeated images, opposing ideas, themes.

- 6. Add alternative interpretations in the margin where possible.



What to look for in a Quote

- Key words that stand out, what are their connotations?
- What does it make me feel?

- What does it make me imagine?

- How does this link to the point I’'m trying to make?

- Is there another way | can interpret it?

- How does the language/structure reflect the writer’s purpose?

Symbols for Annotations

- = writer’s intention / theme connection
- 4 =power / emotion

- @, = word to zoom in on / deeper analysis
- ? =question for reflection

- 2 = link to elsewhere in text / structural link

Grade 9 — Model Annotations

Quote: “Stars, hide your fires; Let not light see my black and deep desires.”

- The word “stars” symbolises a higher, divine presence — possibly representing God, heaven, or
fate.

- The phrase “hide your fires” uses fire as a symbol of both judgment and moral illumination.

- The contrast between light and dark reflects Macbeth’s internal battle between conscience
and ambition.

- The adjective “black” evokes connotations of evil, secrecy, and corruption.

- This shows Macbeth embracing deception, masking his intentions from heaven.

- Could foreshadow his plan to extinguish Duncan’s light (literally and symbolically).

- @ Alternative: The fires might represent Macbeth’s own guilt, which he wants to suppress.



Try it Yourself- Quotes to Annotate

Macbeth: “Look like the innocent flower, but be the serpent under’t.”

Questions:

- What two contrasting images does Lady Macbeth use, and why?
- What does the serpent symbolise?

- How does this reveal deception or ambition?

A Christmas Carol: “| wear the chain | forged in life.”

Questions:

- What is symbolic about the chain?

- What does this quote suggest about guilt and responsibility?
- How does Dickens warn his readers?

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: “Man is not truly one, but truly two.”

Questions:

- How does this reflect the duality of human nature?
- What does this imply about identity?

- How does this link to the gothic genre?

An Inspector Calls: “We don’t live alone. We are members of one body.”

Questions:

- What is Priestley suggesting about society?

- How does this quote link to collective responsibility?
- What effect would this have on a post-war audience?

Romeo and Juliet: “These violent delights have violent ends.”

Questions:

- How does the repetition of “violent” shape the mood?
- What warning is being given?

- How does this foreshadow the tragedy?



Scan the QR codes below to follow us on social media:

TikTok: https://www.tiktok.com/@alexandriasprivatetution

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/alexandriastuition

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@AlexandriasPrivateTuition



https://www.tiktok.com/@alexandriasprivatetution
https://www.tiktok.com/@alexandriasprivatetution
https://www.tiktok.com/@alexandriasprivatetution
https://www.instagram.com/alexandriastuition
https://www.instagram.com/alexandriastuition
https://www.instagram.com/alexandriastuition
https://www.youtube.com/@AlexandriasPrivateTuition

